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Report of the Commissioner of the State Prison. 
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To His Ехскілксу Leonarp J. FARWELL, 
Governor of the State of Wisconsin: 


The commissioner of. Ше state prison of the state of Wisconsim, 
pursuant to section 6, chapter 477, session laws of 1852, begs: 
leave to submit his annual report. 

І have no accounts ог detail by which I сап make a statement: 
in relation to the prison previous to the commencement of my 
term of office as eommissioner; consequently the only time inclu- 
ded in this report is from the first of April to the 3186 day of 
December next preceding its date. 

The number of convicts in the prison, April 1, 1852, were 15 

Received from April 1, 1852, to December 31, 1852, - - 16 

Whole number imprisoned during that time - - - - - 81. 

Discharged by expiration of sentence - - - - - - - 8 

Escaped in September - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 

The whole number confined December.31, 1852, were - - %7 

Of this number two are females. 

The above statement shows that the number of prisoners has 
more tham doubled since the first of April last. 

Bection 40, chapter 477, of session laws of 1852, directs the 
commissioner to proceed to the erection of one wing of the per, 
manent prison as rapidly as may be; the plan to be chosen by 
the commissioner and approved by the Governor; said wing to 
be constructed of stone. Т 
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The plan of said prison chosen by me in pursuance of said law, 
and which І hereby submit for your approval, is as follows: 

The buildings to face the east, and to comprise a eentral build- 
ing three stories high, besides the basement; to be 50 feet in front, 
T5 feet in depth, with two wings, each 100 feet long and 50 feet 
wide, exclusive of the octagonal towers. In the centre of each 
is a block of 120 cells, four tiers in height. These cells are each 
in the inside seven feet by four, and seven feet high. Besides these, 
thero are to be ten large cells in the octagon towers; making 
in all two hundred and fifty cells. The front portion of the centre 
building is to be appropriated to the residence of the Warden, his 
family, and the subordinate officers. Оп the first story in the 
rear, are the guard and matron rooms. Іп the rear of the second 
story is to be the male hospital, twenty-eight by thirty-two feet; 
also a female hospital and a dispensitory connected with both, 
Tue chapel, thirty-six by forty-eight feet, is to be in the third 
story. Тһе rear of the basement is to be the culinary department, 
store-rooms, Фе. 

The building now used as a prison has forty cells, was built for 
a temporary purpose, and only intended to be used to confine 
convicts until the completion of one wing of the main prison. If 
the prisoners increase in number the year next following the date 
of this report in proportion to the number of increase the nine 
months next preeeding, the present building will not be sufücient 
to accommodate them all; and in such an event it will be neces- 
sary to complete one wing of the permanent prison as soon as the 
first of January 1854. | 

Most of the prisoners employed in stone-cutting were inexpe- 
rienced hands, and that business has necessarily proceeded very 
slow. It will not take less than three yeais to complete the con- 
templated wing, if built wholly of cut stone, and convict labor 
only is employed in its construction. 

If it should be thought advisable to change the materials, and 
build the walls above the basement of briek, and not of stone, as 
contemplated by the legislature, a contract could be let to build 
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all ехсері the cells. The-block of cells could be built. with con- 
vict labor, and the whole wing. completed and ready to receive 
prisoners as soon as it will be needed for that purpose. 


І submit for your consideration two estimates for constructing 
said wing; one estimate is based upon the supposition that the 
walls are to be built of cut stone, and the other is made in refer- 
ence to the above change of materials for the walls above the 
basement. The walls will take one hundred and fifty six cords of 
stone, which will cost, when delivered in the prison: yard, fourteen 
dollars per cord, 


Making cost оҒ stone - - - - $2,184 00 
Cost of cutting 48 cords of stone ара for TA 

ment walls, at one shilling per foot surface measure, : 

or about fifty dollars per E - - - 9,400 00 
Cutting 108 cords for the walls above the basement, 

at опе shilling per foot, surface measure, or about 


sixty dollars.per cord - - - - 6,480 00 
Cost ef laying 156 cords of stone, at tem dollars per 

cord - - - - - - 1,560 00 
Whole cost of walls when completed - - - 12,624 00 


Should the walls above the basement be eonstructed of brick, 
the cost is estimated as follows: 


Forty-eight eords of stone for the basement 
walls, at $14 per cord, will cost - - $672 00 
Cutting same as above - - 2,400 00 
The walls above the basement will require 
810,000 brick; these delivered inthe prison  . 
yard at five dollars per thousand will cost 1,550 00 
Cost of laying same in the walls at four 
dollars per thousand - - - 1,240 00 $5,862 00 


4 $6,762 00 
Thus the cost of brick walls above the basement is $6,762 00 
less than stone. 


% 
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The following is a statement of the disbursements of the prison, 
and of the amount of money received by me: 


For Labor, $4,240 88 
«€ Provisions, 1,014 62 
“| Stone, 245 00 
* Lumber, 173 91 
* "Wood, 49 18 
“ Drilling Well, and Pumps, 8T 75 
“ Revolvers, 40 00 
“ Water Lime, 3 4. 50 
“ "Wheel-Darrows, 18 00 
“ Teather, 8 99 
« Clothing, 195 45 
* Cloth, | 114 48 
“Truss, 2 00 
“ Lightning Rods, 82 70 
* Tron and Steel, | 147 99 
“ Paid to discharged prisoners, 12 50 
“ Coal, 46 59 
« Time, 2 80 
* Castings, 18 84 
* Stoves and Pipe, 89 69 
« Printing and Stationery, . 83 00 
4 Store accounts, 708 27 
“ Teaming, transportation and truekage, 707 50 
* Traveling Fees, 145 78 
* Hogs, 20 80 


Whole amount of expenditures, $8,156 45 


The following are the amounts of money received : 
Received of Gov. Farwell $5,124 11 


| Amount bro't forward $8,156 25 
Аш“ of cash received bro't forward, | $5,194 11 
Received for work, 94 67 


Received for visiters fees, 32 00 
do. do. Provisions, | ` 12 72 


$5,263 50 
Showing the present indebtedness of the 


prison for the nine months next рге- 
ceding the date of this report to be $2,893 75 

To this amount is to be added the physician’s bill, with the ex- 
ception of one hundred and fifty-nine dollars which is included in 
the above. 

To properly guard and secure the prisons I found it necessary to 
employ a greater number of hands than the law seemed to con- 
template. This, together with the various additions and repairs 
made in the prison yard, and the high price of provision in the 
fore part of the season, especially beef, pork and ee greatly 
increased the ара сава of the prison. 

І would recommend an appropriation of ten thousand dollars to ' 
pay the expenses of the prison for the ensuing year; also a liberal 
approriation is recommended for the purpose of completing one 
wing of the main prison. 

The following is the inventory of the personal property belong- 
ing to the prison: 


30 cords of cut stone, valued at 12 1-2 cents per foot, 


surface measure, : 1,800 00 
30 cords of rough stone valued at 280 00 
Tools and furniture in stone shop, : 168 74 
Tools and furniture іп blacksmith’s shop, 192 28 
Stock on hand in do. do. 61 53 . 
Tools and furniture in joiner's shop, Р 224 97 
Stock on hand in do. do. 104 08 
Furniture for kitchen, 185 49 
Furniture, beds, bedding, &oc. for cells, l 304 21 
Hand and feet cuffs, balls and chains, 108 49. 
Furniture and stationery for office, 104 00 


Furniture in Matron’s room, | 27 88 


Clothing for convicts, 199 
Cloth on hand, 91 yards, 198 
Provisions on hand, 282 19 
Revolvers, 149 00 
Barber’s tools, T 25 
Shoemaker’s tools, 5 50 
Hogs, 20 00 
Ladders, axes, 46. 5 00 
Total, $4,181 71 


The following table shows the title and number of books 0ш- 

posing the prison library : 

1 Large Bible. 

94 Small Bibles. 

6 “ Testaments. 

4 Vols. D'Aubigne's History of the Reformation. 
* Hales Scripture History. 
* Nelson on Infidelity. 
“ Baxter’s Saint’s Rest. 
“ Bunyan’s Pilgrims Progress. 
« Flavel’s Fountain of Life. 
* Flavel’s Christ Knocking at the Door. 
* Elegant Narratives. 
Afflicted Man’s Companion. я 
« "Memoir of Summerfield. 
* Anecdotes for Ше Family. 
« Pictorial Narratives, 
« Books for Children and Youth. 
“ Dodridge’s Rise and Progress. 
“ Persuasives to early Piety. 


*  ( Memoir of S. Pearce. 
2 Redeemer’s Last Command and Foster’s ern 


* Reformation in Europe. 

“ Clarks Scripture Promises. 
Religion and Eternal Life. 
* James’ Anxious Enquirer. 


ы Bà deb BO ы fal fob db pol pal jab ко fal deb ei 


ымын 


9 


* Young Man from Home. | 

“ Nevin’ Practical Thonghts; 

* Hannah Moore's Repository Tracts. 
* Memoir of II. Page. 

* Dairyman’s Daughter, «е. 

.* Letters and Counsels of. Leigh Richmond. 
*  Acquaintance with God, 

“ Life of Leighton. 

*  Allen's Alarm. 

Temperance Manual. 

* Putnam and the Wolf. 

“ The Bible True. 

“ "The Backslider. 

ч. Commands Explained. 

* Universalism not of God. 

“ Interesting Narratives. 

“. The Village in the Mountains. 

“ The Sabbath Manual. 
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Many of the prisoners occupy their leisure hours when. confined 
in the cell in reading, and in my opinion, this practice should be 
encouraged ; for it not only improves and eultivates the mind, and 
thereby prevents crime, but keeps it from, brooding over the.mig- 
fortunes of the past, and from plotting escapes for the future, and 
adds to the prisoner confined in the gloomy cells. of the prison & 
degree of comfort and happiness that no other privilege can confer. 
I would therefore recommend an appropriation of one hundred 
dollars to be applied in purchasing suitable books for the prison 
library. | 
Perhaps before closing my report, it will be proper for me to 
add, that when I took charge of the prison I deemed it necessary 
to effect a change in its rules and discipline. Want of experience 
in prison discipline, being a stranger to the prisoners—always a 
necessary result in change of officers—the loogeness ofthe old dis- 
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сіріпе, and the various diffieulties attending а change of admi- 
nistration in such institutions, made it extremely difficult. How- 
ever, by exercising patience and perseverance, these difficulties 
by degrees, have in a great measure, been overcome. І have 
never been obliged to the resort to the cruel and disgusting prac- 
tice of the lash, or to corporal punishment of any kind ; and in 
but few instances have I found it necessary to punish by solitary 
confinement. Those instances took place soon after I took charge 
of the prison, and while attempting a change in its discipline. In 
all other cases, by firmness and kindness, good order, industry 
and propriety, generally has been maintained. 


Prisoners composed of the dissolute and abandoned of almost 
all nations and classes of people, are men at last controlled in a 
great degree by the same feelings, sympathies and passions that 
control other men. Corporal punishment not only has a tendency 
to make them feel themselves degraded, but it arouses all the ani- 
mal passions of the man. Under it, prisoners become morose, 
peevish and willful, and will do any thing to disoblige the officers 
of the prison—and, in my opinion, should nót be -resorted to ex- 
cept in extreme cases, and only when all milder means fail. 


Kindness, spmpathy and reason, is productive of a degree of 
cheerfulness, order and contentment, that cannot be produced by 
other more aggravating treatment. It ів also much easier under 
such circumstances, to impress upon the minds of such men the 
importance of those moral and religious truths absolutely neces- 
sary to reform the character of the criminal, and fit him for dis- 
charging all the great moral obligations of a citizen when being 
restored to society. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 
HENRY BROWN, Commissloner. 

Dated Dee. 31, 1852. 


State or Wisconsin, | sg 
Dodge County, г 


Henry Brown, being duly sworn, says that the matters and 
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things set forth in the foregoing report, are just and true according 
to the best of his knowledge and belief, 
H. BROWN. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 4th day of January, A. 
D. 1853. J. WARE, Notary Public. 


